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Shlblnl Mahnaz (FAOIR) <Mahnal Shaham@lao org> Tue, 30 Jun 2020 at 15:52

No:1870 com>

Date:06/27/2020

b Boedeker, Gerold (FAOIR) <Gerold Boedeker@1a.org>, Ghanbari, Marjan (FAOIR) <Marjan. Ghanbari@fao.org>,
Moezzi, Hooman (FAOIR) <Hooman. Moezzi@fao.org>, Hattab, Homeira (FAOIR) <Homeira. Hattab@fao.org>, FAO-
Iran (FAOIR) <FAC-IR@fa0.org>

Dear Ms. Maryam Beigi

In The Name of God

Mr. Gerald Boedeker

FAO Representative in Iran
Email: FAO-IR@fao.org

Dear Mr. Gerald Boedeker,

As Covid19 pandemic has created a truly unprecedented situation which affects us ¢ t

and due to of food c to virus

Hope this email finds you well

With reference to your below email and the attached letter from Mr. Mohsen Rashidfarrokhi, the President of
the National Association of Iranian Dates, | am pleased to inform you that according to FAO and WHO, there is
no evidence that COVID-19 is transmitted by food or its packaging and Corona Virus cannot grow on food
While bacteria under the right conditions can grow on food, a virus such as the one that causes COVID-19,
requires a living host in order to multiply.

For more information please see the pokicy ie from FAO and WHO avallable a.
v and the Q and A on this issue by
FAO avallable al P ww.f y-and-a/f

in food products it

would be really helpful if you gave your kind instructions to send us following detail

Also, please let us have your

1 and further i

Please also note that there is also no evidence that animals or food of animal origin can transmit the Corona
Virus to humans (ht N.pdf).

The National Association of Iranian Dates can consider the following recommendations to reassure their
customers:

1 all COVID-19 health measures in their supply chains - physical distancing, regular

connection.

Yours sincerely,
Mohsen Rashidfarrokhi,
President

www.teetr.ir

handwashing by workers (washing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds), use of PPE by all workers and
regular monitoring of body temperature. Any person who is unwell should be immediately withdrawn from the
supply chain and all persons who have been in contact with this person should be traced and informed to
quarantine themselves until a test for COVID-19 has been performed. I the test result is negative, the workers
can resume their operations. This will ensure that all workers in the chain are healthy.

2. Ensure that all packing houses are clean and hygienic with adequate sanitation facilities for workers. The
temperature of workers should be checked every day at entry. The dates should be stored in the pack house at
the recommended temperature. Ensure that the workers are regularly washing their hands and using PPE while
packing the dates

3. The packages can be wiped clean before they are loaded on to the containers. Again, ensure that workers
are following health measures recommended for COVID-19 during the loading operations.
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